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Harare Council blasted over budget consultation 

insincerity 

 

Harare – THE Harare City Council (HCC) was blasted this week 

over alleged insincerity in consultations for its annual budget 

as residents’ associations fear the ongoing process for the 

2014 budget might once again turn out to be a “cosmetic” 

process. 

 

With the one-time 

‘Sunshine City’ continually 

bedeviled by critical failure 

in service delivery as evi-

denced by water shortag-

es, inefficient refuse collec-

tion and meandering 

streams of sewage in some 

suburbs among other pub-

lic concerns, a new chal-

lenge of wrangles and 

breakdown of goodwill 

among stakeholders has 

emerged. 

 

Residents’ associations had hoped on Wednesday, at a Town 

House meeting, to help in arranging for robust public partici-

pation in identifying budget priorities during the City’s ear-

marked consultations this week. However they have threat-

ened to abandon Council, after what they saw as its lack of 

seriousness and attempt to impose a budget. 

 

“Yesterday, we boycotted a pre-budget consultation 

at Town House,” said Combined Harare Residents 

Association (CHRA) Chairperson, Simbarashe Moyo. 

“The bottom line is that these people are not serious 

about what they are doing.” 

 

Moyo said Council has gained notoriety for “ambushing” resi-

dents with unpublicized pre-budget consultations. 

 

Moyo said Senior Council officials frus-

trated and kept residents associations 

waiting for an hour for a scheduled 

meeting at Town House without expla-

nation, which led to the associations 

walking out.  

 

Moyo accused Council of doing budget 

consultations without publicizing the 

schedule, and alleged that only three 

people managed to attend a meeting 

in Greendale on Wednesday.  

 

Residents’ associations also allege a breach of an agreement 

that council would only start wide consultations after the 

supposed first meeting at Town House to enable the associa-

tions to mobilize people for the meetings. However, after it 

emerged meetings were already underway in areas like 

Greendale, the associations were angered. 
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“It has always been a hide and seek game where council ambushes residents,” Moyo said. “They want the meetings to 

be cosmetic without any real and meaningful public participation.  

“They know residents will raise issues.” 

Warship Dumba, the President of Elected Councilors Association of Zimbabwe, sided with the residents saying Council must 

use its expertise to build on ideas from the residents adding that they “must take ideas from the people and not take ideas to 

the people.” 

“The residents were correct to move out,” Dumba said. “What we see is the hijacking of the role of the people who 

must own the council by people who think they are the technocrats.  

“I even encourage the residents to mobilize each other to stop paying bills if they do not have a say in how their mon-

ey is going to be used.” 

 

Dumba, who refused to give a bird’s view of the priority areas that Council must work on, said it was difficult to give a run 

down of focus areas as each suburb has its unique problems, which is why council must genuinely consult residents before 

drawing up a budget. 

 

Meanwhile, Zimre Park has no water . . . 

 

It has emerged that there are councils bordering Harare, where suburbs do not have a semblance of running water.  

 

Whereas the prevalent concern has been about the poor quality and erratic 

supply of water in Harare, there are areas like the middle density Zimre park 

suburb under Ruwa District Council where the taps rarely trickle water de-

spite sprawling houses and significant populations.  

 

Zimre Park Ward 8 Councilor Thomas Muodzeri said people in his area de-

pend on boreholes and shallow wells, some of which dry up in summer. 

“The water table has gone down in this hot season, so the situation 

becomes worse,” Muodzeri said. 

 

However, Muodzeri said they had been told that US$142 000 had been released from Treasury to the Infrastructural Develop-

ment Bank for onward transmission this week to the unnamed contractor who is working on the Nora Valley pipeline which 

has reached 95% completion level since work started in 2008. 

“We also do not have a clinic here in Zimre Park,” Muodzeri said. “We need a mobile clinic, but with the financial 

problems faced by council it might be difficult to get one.”  

File Photo : Residents in long queue for water 



3 

Harare – THE Global Political Agreement (GPA) which expired after the controversial 2013 harmonized elections left many criti-

cal and relevant clauses unimplemented such as the National Land Audit, as the country grapples with food insecurity.  

 

The land audit, which the Ministry of Lands and Rural Settlement did not carry out, among other things that were neglected in 

the Agreement, had been recommended in Article V, which attempted to remedy the food insecurity emanating from Zimba-

bwe’s land invasions, and “ensure that land is used productively.” 

 

Article 5.9 (a) of the agreement encouraged Government to “conduct a comprehensive, transparent and non-partisan land 

audit, during the tenure of the Seventh Parliament of Zimbabwe, for the purposes of establishing accountability and eliminating 

multiple farm ownership.” 

 

The clause was included after a land audit was deemed necessary following continued food shortages that have been blamed 

on disruptions in land ownership and use, which led to a plunge in productivity in the aftermath of Zimbabwe’s chaotic land 

reform program.  

 

A Zimbabwe Vulnerability Assessment Committee (ZimVAC) in a study led by government with the assistance of United Nations 

(UN) noted that 2.2 million people would only be saved from starvation by food aid from October 2013 to March 2014, there-

by thrusting the issue of food security onto center stage. Amid these concerns, civil society has stated that there is need to 

take stock of the country’s “populist” land ownership and use patterns if productivity is to be quickly restored.  

 

Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition (CiZC) Spokesman Thabani Nyoni said a land 

audit would bring a lot of things to light for planning around reviving the agri-

cultural sector. 

“One of the things the land audit does is that it does not only reveal 

who owns what,” Nyoni said. “It also gauges the level of land un-

derutilization and what the utilized land is being utilized for. 

“It also shows what percentage of arable land is allocated to food 

crop production and what percentage is allocated to cash crop pro-

duction.” 

 

Nyoni said the information was necessary to inform agricultural policy as it 

relates to food security policies, arguing that currently there could be “more 

land owners than farmers” due to the politicized nature of the Zanu-PF led 

land grab. 
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Farai Mageza, coordinator of the Youth Agrarian Society said the “land owners” who were not real farmers could be having mul-

tiple farms, arguing there was need for “an integrated approach” in dealing with issues of land access and restoring of produc-

tivity. 

“Assuming the land audit will be done to identify multiple farm ownership and idle land that will greatly contribute to 

food security,” Mageza said.  

 

Similar concerns have been echoed by State Media where the current Sunday Mail issue (October 20-26) features a critique of 

the government’s agricultural policies.  Garikari Mazara, in an article for the paper, condemned the Government’s inputs distri-

bution for “creating a dependency syndrome”, urging government to fund industry for fertilizer and seeds.  

 

“The current set-up, where the Government has decided to give almost every household free inputs, whilst noble and 

seen in some circles as populist, does not, in essence, tackle the food security crisis the nation is facing,” Mazara com-

plained. 

“In short, this intervention method fosters a dependency syndrome which we should be moving away from.”  

 

The ruling party has also been accused of buying votes using agricultural inputs. 

 

Mazara said the inputs schemes were falling prey to corrupt dealings of well-placed officials, with some of the poor household 

beneficiaries selling the inputs to address immediate needs.  

 

END// 
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movements, residents associations, labour unions, human rights lawyers, and health professionals. It was formed in August of 2001 to focus on democracy, 

human rights, good governance and sustainable development issues – working locally, regionally and internationally.  


